Strange Names Past and Present
What’s in a name? Do names matter, can they change the way people think about us? Many people pay to have their names changed, sometimes because they want to, but sometimes because they have to. A friend of mine in England wants to change his name because he is called Tom Walley (in English ‘wally’ is a word for a total idiot). But this is only one example of many. Let’s look at some really ridiculous names:
An American actor has the name Robert Trebor, not so stupid maybe but it’s palindromic, this means it is the same backwards as forwards. In Brazil there is a football player called Creedence Clearwater Couto, it seems his parents were big fans of a pop group the same name perhaps it’s a good job nobody is calling their children шпильки ( ), but maybe he wasn’t so keen.
Have-A-Look Dube is the name of a footballer in Zimbabwe, a big difference from David Beckham, but maybe people don’t realise that David’s full name is in fact David Robert Joseph Beckham. He’d need a big short to get all that on. But how about this, a player in the English football league in 1972 was called Anthony Philip David Terry Frank Donald Stanley Gerry Gordon Stephen James Oatway, Let’s hope he had a nickname.
There is even a player in the Austrian league called Ice Cream, but it is believed to be a joke. Not so funny however for the Swedish baby whose parents are in court trying to call it Metallica. Maybe the baby is a very good guitarist. Also from the music world is Moon Unit Zappa, the daughter of rock legend Frank, whose friends call her simply, Moon.
Another famous woman is the daughter of Rob Morrow, and is called Tu. Better than being called Yesterday I suppose. And then there is a young girl in the south of England called Depressed Cupboard Cheesecake. I think if I had that name I’d be depressed too.
But worst of all, a Los Angeles man in 1948 went by the name Lleieusszuieusszesszes Willihiminizisteizzi Hurrizzissteizzi. If you can say that, you’re doing a lot better than I am.
